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Chief, Intelligence Informaiion Staff 12 February 1957
%”gg + Asting Chief, Industrial Division
Acting ﬁiﬁi@f} Congmeyr Industries Branch
25X1A2g

Conents on inclosure 8 to Stats, [ T oo

Referencer BY/1/% memorandun of 31 Januvary 1957

1. I/CI uses genoral materisl on the avallability of congumer
goods to ovaluate official Soviet data on production and retail sales
of- gongumer roods. For this yeason, reporty of axtreme shorisges ap
evidenced by bare shelves, long gueuss, or wwificial ratloning, and
roports of great surpluses sre of congiderable walus, Heports such
as the subject report whieh indicabe neither shoriages nor surplusss
are likewies of vElue

2s  OFf particulasr Intersst in the present repert are the somwents
on the avallwbility of radlos and IV sets. 7Thoss comaenis are of vdlue
in interpreting the large decline in the mm af Anoreass in the pro-
duotion of radie and TV sets in 19%6~-a decline wrich susgests that
the 1900 soal will not be fulfilled and that high prices nay limit
congurwera’ willingness aid abilit by to bure

3. The raporter keaps in mind the principle thet pri
Infornation to be nost useful should specify tme, place, Q;:am* cular
sommercial oublet, brand, =nd qualiiy of rood.
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